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Israeli Music Teacher Attends UD Workshop to Benefit Ethiopian Youth 

  

Israeli music teacher, Uri Nadir, has rhythm and, no doubt, soul. He is a talented, highly sought-after drummer for studio recordings and live performances, teaches at the music conservatory in Netanya, yet he donates his spare time by teaching impoverished Ethiopian youth the steel drums.   

Uri’s steel drum band is the only one of its kind in Israel. His eight, 10-year-old protégés have performed at a number of festivals and, as one can image, are extremely well received.  Uri says that giving them the gift of music is extremely rewarding experience, “The Ethiopians kids are all new Jewish immigrants with a totally different culture and way of life. Their parents are mostly poor and uneducated and the children have very little confidence. When they first started lessons, I saw that they had no musical experience. So I had to start by teaching them to read music. Over time, they developed their concentration, listening skills, self-expression and self-confidence. I do believe that this project will inspire them to form healthy life skills, improve their academics, and better their lives in general.”  

This month, Uri was at the University of Delaware participating in a workshop with Prof. Harvey Price. Last year, the two developed a relationship which prompted Uri’s teaching of the youth, which in turn created his band called, “Volume Together - Youth Steel Band of Israel.” Along with five other music teachers, Uri honed his teaching skills at the workshop. 

During his stay in Newark, Uri met with Federation staff members to share his experience. He expressed gratitude to the Jewish Federation of Delaware for helping to make his trip to the U.S. possible. He also receives support from the CRB Foundation and Cellcom, the mobile phone company in Israel. It certainly appears that these gifts will pay big dividends to the students who will benefit from his enhanced teaching skills.

Uri’s website (in Hebrew) is at: www.urinadir.com. You can also see Uri perform if you search his name and You Tube.
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